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PEOOEEDINGS 



AMERICAN ORIENTAL SOCIETY, 

AT ITS 

MEETING IN CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 
1908. 



The annual meeting of the Society was held in Cambridge, 
Mass., on Thursday and Friday of Easter week, April 23d and 
24th, in the Phillips Brooks House and in the Semitic Museum. 

The following members were present at one or more of the 
sessions : 



Abbott, 


Higginson 


* 


Michelson, 


Sanders, 


Arnold, W. R. 


Hock, 




Moore, G. F. 


Scott, C. P. G. 


Atkinson, 


Hopkins, 




Moore, J. H. 


Scott, Mrs. M. M. 


Barton, 


Howland, 




Moore, Mrs.G.F 


, Sherman, 


Bloomfield, 


Hussey, Miss 


Morse, 


Steele, 


Boiling, 


Jackson, 




Milller, 


Thompson, 


Carus, 


Jewett, 




Muss-Arnolt, 


Torrey, 


Channing, Miss Joseph, 




Nies, J. B. 


Toy, 


Chester, 


Kellner, 




Oertel, 


Ward, W. H. 


Colton, Miss 


Kendrick, 


Miss 


Ogden, C. J. 


Warren, W. F 


Crane, 


Lanman, 




Ogden, Miss E.S. 


Werren, 


Haas, 


Lilley, 




Price, 


Winslow. 


Harper, 


Madsen, 




Ropes, 




Haupt, 


Magoun, 






Total, 58 



The first session began on Thursday morning at eleven 
o'clock, with Professor Lanman in the chair. 

The reading of the minutes of the meeting in Philadelphia, 
Pa., April 4th and 5th, 1908, which had been already printed 
in the Journal (Volume xxvm, p. 407 ff.), was dispensed with. 

The Committee of Arrangements, through Professor G. F. 
Moore, presented its report in the form of a printed programme. 

The succeeding sessions of the Society were appointed for 
Thursday afternoon at half -past two, Friday morning at half- 
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past nine, and Friday afternoon at half-past two. It was 
announced that a luncheon would be given to the Society by the 
President and Fellows of Harvard College at the Harvard 
Union on Friday at one o'clock, and that arrangements had 
been made for a subscription dinner at the same place on Thurs- 
day evening at seven o'clock. The Colonial Club and the 
Harvard Union extended their courtesies to the members of 
the Society during its sessions. 

The annual report of the Corresponding Secretary was pre- 
sented by Professor E. W. Hopkins. 

REPORT OF THE CORRESPONDING SECRETARY. 

Through the friendly agency of our member, Dr. Asakawa, and the 
kindness of Count Okuma, ex-Prime Minister of Japan, the Society has 
been enriched by a gift of types, of which the need has been apparent 
for some time. Dr. Asakawa writes, under date of Oct. 2, 1907 : "Count 
Okuma (ex-Premier) accepted my suggestion to present to the American 
Oriental Society a complete font of Japanese and Chinese movable 
type, No. 5, and I trust that it will come here within a few months." 
Your Secretary would urge that Dr. Asakawa be thanked by the Society 
for his thoughtfulness in suggesting this gift and that a suitable letter 
of thanks be sent to Count Okuma for his generous present, which in 
the meantime has arrived. 

Among the letters accepting election to membership only those of the 
new Honorary Members need to be referred to. 

One of these, from Professor Derenbourg, is of melancholy interest 
to-day, as the announcement of his death follows so closely upon the 
letter of acceptance of membership in this Society. The other, from 
Prof. Rhys Davids, explains a long delay in replying to your Secretary's 
notification as due to an almost fatal illness, from which he is now for- 
tunately recovered. 

Official notification of the death of three distinguished scholars has 
been received by the Secretary: Prof. Aufrecht, Prof. Gebauer, and 
Baron Victor Rosen. They were not members of this Society. 

The Committee in charge of the arrangements for the next triennial 
Oriental Congress has sent the Secretary the various circulars announc- 
ing progress in completing their plans and has asked that this Society 
appoint official delegates to the Congress. The Commissioner of Educa- 
cation at Washington also desires the Society to name national delegates 
to this Congress for appointment by the Secretary of State. 

Your Secretary in presenting this report completes the twelfth year of 
his service and has thought it proper to ask that you now relieve him of 
a task which, for the sake of the Society, he has been glad to perform, 
but for the sake of the Society, that it may enjoy the benefit of others' 
zeal, as well as for his own sake, that he may have a little more leisure, 
he is also glad to resign. It is a coincidence, discovered by the Secre- 
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tary himself only after he had formed the resolution of resigning, that 
the length of his term of office will almost exactly duplicate that of his 
predecessor in office, though alike in no other particular ! Yet the long 
period has, he trusts, somewhat dimmed the recollection of the first 
realization of deterioration in service, inevitable on changing from an 
officer so efficient to one so inexpert. But your Secretary, though 
conscious of many lapses, has done what he could as well as he could 
and only hopes the good will with which he has served may help to 
obliterate the deficiencies of his service. 

DEATHS. 

The Secretary has to announce the death of the following members of 
the Society : 

Honorary Members. 

Professor Franz Kielhorn. 

Professor Hartwig Derenbourg. 

Corporate Members. 
Mr. J. B. Sargent. 
Professor Edward H. Strobel. 
Rev. Theodore F. O. Wright. 

In closing I should like to put on record the following note in regard 
to the exact meaning of the phrase "To nominate officers for the ensuing 
year" in the business of the Nominating Committee soon about to report. 
At the last meeting of the Society, question arose in regard to the time 
at which the tenure of office in this Society expired. It was said by the 
retiring President that his term expired immediately on the election of 
his successor. The question has been and is likely to be one of no prac- 
tical importance, but on the other hand it is liable to be one of impor- 
tance at any time, and obviously such a point should not be left in doubt. 
To explain the point it is necessary to remember that till the meeting of 
1905 there was never any such question. Before this and including this 
meeting, election was held on the last session of the meeting and the 
new officers took office the next year. This was the " ensuing year " of 
the formula which has never been changed. At that meeting, in 1905, 
the nominating Committee recommended that "a committee on nomina- 
tions for the next annual meeting be appointed at this meeting." This 
was done merely in order to give the nominating Committee more time 
to consider. For a like practical reason, at the next meeting the time 
when the report was presented was set on the first session instead of the 
last by myself as Secretary and arranger of the programme mainly be- 
cause the election at the last session, usually on Saturday morning, had 
led at times to the election being held when there was a bare quorum 
present. I fear I am somewhat to blame in this substitution of one hour 
for another, without authority, but no objection was made to this 
change at the time and it was generally admitted to be a more suitable 
hour than the last hurried hour of the meeting. But the expression 
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"ensuing year" was not changed, and it was not intended that the offi- 
cers thus elected should begin to hold office till the meeting at which 
they were elected should, on the Friday or Saturday following, termi- 
nate. That this was the sense of the Society is clear from the fact that 
the president elected for the first time in this manner retained the chair 
through the meeting, except when he asked some one else to take it for 
him, and himself appointed the Committee on Nominations and 
delivered the annual presidential address after the election of his suc- 
cessor. I, therefore, move that it be recorded as the sense of this Society 
that the tenure of office in this Society shall terminate at the close of the 
last session of each annual meeting. 

Upon recommendation of the Corresponding Secretary it was 
voted that the tenure of the officers elected at the last meeting 
extends till the close of the present meeting, and so in future. 

The report of the Treasurer was presented by the Acting 
Treasurer, Professor E. W. Hopkins, as follows : 

REPORT OF THE TREASURER. 

Receipts and Disbursements of the American Oriental Society 
for the Year Ending December 31, 1907. 

Receipts. 

Balance from old account, Dec. 31, 1906 $ 320.61 

Dues for 1907 -- $957.02 

" for other years 170.00 

" for Section H. S. R .' 34.10 

$1,161.12 

Sales of Journal.. 365.49 

Life Membership 75.00 

State Nat. Bank Dividends 83.00 

Annual Interest from Savings Banks 42.44 

1,727.05 

Eocpenditures. $2,047.66 

T., M. & T. Co., printing vol. 27, second half... $1,123.62 

" " vol. 28, flrsthalf.pt. paym't 500.00 

Binding - 50.90 

Librarian, express, postage 39.02 

Secretary, editors, acting treasurer (for postage) 25.00 

Honoraria for 1906 to editors 200.00 

for 1907 50.00 

$1,988.54 
Balance to general account 59.12 

$2,047.66 



Vol. xxix.] Reports of Treasurer and Librarian. 309 

Statement to De'J. 31, 1907. 

Bradley Type Fund $2,481.93 

CothealFund 1,107.88 

State National Bank.. 1,950.00 

Connecticut Savings Bank 6.03 

National Savings Bank 11.67 

Interest (Cotheal Fund) 41.89 

Interest, Savings Banks .55 

Cashonhand 102.93 

$5,702.38 

Owing to lack of funds, due in part to increased cost of printing, the 
Honoraria to the editors for 1907 have been compounded in terms of 
life-membership, equivalent to $75.00 to each editor, leaving $25.00 to 
each paid in cash (as above entered). 

E. WASHBURN HOPKINS, 

(Acting) Treasurer. 

The report of the Auditing Committee, Professors Torrey 
and Oertel, was- presented by Professor C. C. Torrey, as follows : 

REPORT OF THE AUDITING COMMITTEE. 

We hereby certify that we have examined the account book of the 
Acting Treasurer of this Society, and have found the same correct, and 
that the foregoing account is in conformity therewith. We have also 
compared the entries in the cash book with the vouchers and bank and 
pass-books and have found all correct. 



CHARLES C. TORREY, J ^.^ 
HANNS OERTEL, J 



New Haven, April 8, 1908. 



The Librarian, Professor Hanns Oertel, presented his report 
as follows : 

REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN. 

The Librarian's report presented at the last meeting of the Society, 
at Philadelphia, contained a detailed statement of the present needs of 
our library, and ended with a plea for a regular yearly appropriation of 
$400 to defray the necessary expenses of administration. This plea being 
unheeded, and in view of the condition of the treasury of the Society, no 
work whatsoever involving an outlay of money could be undertaken 
during the past year. Your librarian feels it his duty to repeat that he 
considers such a policy (which makes even the binding of current acces- 
sions impossible) extremely detrimental to the best interests of the 
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society. It is due only to the self-sacrifice and continued interest of 
Miss Margaret Whitney that work in the library has been kept up. As 
in the.past two years, she has continued to give her time and services 
to the library, and the thanks of the Society are due her for whatever 
progress has been made in the arrangement of the library. 

The letter sent out last year to various learned societies, requesting 
them to fill up lacunae in the sets of their publications, has met with 
most gratifying replies. A list of the periodicals now in the possession 
of our library will be appended to the next report. 

Thanks are due to Mr. J. C. Schwab, Librarian of Yale University, 
for many favors, and to Mr. Gruener of the Yale Library for help in 
mailing, etc. 

The report of the Editors of this Journal, Professors Hopkins 
and Torrey, was presented by Professor Hopkins, as follows : 

REPORT OF THE EDITORS. 

Ordinarily this report has been presented by Prof. Torrey, but this 
year the Aryan editor wishes to present it, since he fears that Prof. 
Torrey will not do justice to the occasion. The material facts of publi- 
cation scarcely vary from those of previous years. In September 
and February, respectively, were issued the two parts of volume twenty- 
eight, containing 436 pages in all, the first half having 197 pages. The 
annual announcement of an annual deficit is unavoidable if the Journal 
is to be continued in its present form and the Society is to depend on 
members dues for payment of its bills. 

At the last meeting of the Society, Prof. Torrey resigned from the 
office of editor and another editor was appointed by the directors to fill 
his place. Too late it was discovered to be impossible for this newly 
appointed editor to take up the work. At great inconvenience and only 
from a spirit which led him to sacrifice himself for the good of the 
Society, Prof. Torrey nobly reassumed the burden he had laid down and 
did all the work for the year in his department, although he had taken 
up for the same period of time extra collegiate duties which he could 
not renounce. This is the point which Prof. Torrey's grateful co-editor 
feared would be inadequately treated, if Prof. Torrey presented the 
editor's report. Both editors have now resigned, after eight years of 
service, and the care of the Journal will henceforth be entirely in other 
hands. 

Professors Moore and Jackson were appointed to prepare a 
minute expressing the gratitude of the Society to the retiring 
Editors of the Journal. 

The following persons, recommended by the Directors, were 

elected members of the Society: 
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HONORARY MEMBERS. 
Professor Eduard Meyer, M. Emile Senart. 

CORPORATE MEMBERS. 

Mr. D. W. Amram, Mr. Ishya Joseph, 

Mr. H. H. Buck, Mr. A. B. Keith, 

Professor Renward Brandstetter, Rev. Ferdinand Lugschneider, 

Professor H. C. Butler, Mrs. A. H. Munsell, 

Mr. A. S. Cochran, Rev. W. E. Nies, 

Mr. W. B. Christie, Professor P. M. Rhinelander, 

Mr. W. R. P. Davey, Ph.D. Rev. J. L. Scully, 

Mr. H. S. Davidson, Ph.D. Rev. F. A. Vanderburgh, Ph.D. 
Rev. A. E. Whathani. 

As a partial recognition of the services freely rendered by 
Miss Margaret Whitney in cataloguing the library of the Society, 
she was elected a life member, without fee. 

The committee appointed at Philadelphia to nominate officers 
for the ensuing year (Messrs. Jewett, Gray, and Barton — see 
Journal, Vol. xxviii, p. 417) reported through Professor 
Jewett, as follows : 

President— Professor E. Washburn Hopkins, of New Haven, Conn. 

Vice-Presidents— Dr. Wm. Hayes Ward, of New York ; Professor 
Maurice Bloomfield, of Baltimore ; Professor Paul Haupt, of Baltimore. 

Corresponding Secretary— Professor A. V. Williams Jackson, of New 
York. 

Recording Secretary- Professor George F. Moore, of Cambridge, Mass. 

Secretary of the Section for Religions— Professor Morris Jastrow, Jr., 
of Philadelphia. 

Treasurer- Professor Frederick Wells Williams, of New Haven. 

Librarian— Professor Hanns Oertel, of New Haven. 

Directors— The officers above named ; and President Daniel Coit Gil- 
man, of Washington ; Professors Crawford H. Toy and C. R. Lanman, 
of Cambridge ; Professor Robert F. Harper, of Chicago ; Professor Rich- 
ard Gottheil, of New York ; Professor Henry Hyvernat, of Washing- 
ton ; Professor Charles Torrey, of New Haven. 

The officers thus nominated were unanimously elected. 

The President appointed the following Committee to nomi- 
nate officers at the first session of the next annual meeting • 
Professors Francis Brown, Torrey, Oertel. 

On motion of Professor Barton the appointment of delegates 
to the Oriental Congress to be held in Copenhagen was referred 
to the Directors, with power. 

On motion of Professor Toy, Professors R. F. Harper, G A. 
Reisner, and J. H. Breasted were appointed to represent the 
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Society at the International Congress of Archaeologists to meet 
in Cairo in April, 1909. 

At twelve o'clock President Lanman delivered his annual 
address, on "The Aims, the Work, and the Needs of the 
American Oriental Society." 

At half -past twelve the Society proceeded to the reading of a 
communication by Dr. J. E. Abbott, of Bombay, — Indian 
inscriptions on the fire-temple at Baku. — Remarks by Profes- 
sors Jackson and Lanman. 

At one o'clock the Society took a recess till half -past two. 

At half-past two the Society met for its second session, at 
which the reading of papers was continued. 

The following communications were presented: 

Professor G. A. Barton, of Bryn Mawr College, On an Old 
Babylonian letter addressed "to Lushtamar." 

Professor Maurice Bloomfield, of Johns Hopkins University, 
On some disguised forms of Sanskrit pasu 'cattle.' — On the sup- 
posititious value of the root raps. — Remarks by Professors 
Hopkins and Lanman. 

Doctor G. A. Grierson, of Camberley, England, Note on 
Professor Prince's article on English-Rommany Jargon in 
JAOS. xxviii. 2, presented by Professor Hopkins, in summary. 

Professor Paul Haupt, of Johns Hopkins University, A Mac- 
cabean Talisman. 

Professor E. W. Hopkins, of Yale University, Vedic Dis- 
cordance. — Remarks by Professor Bloomfield. 

Professor A. V. Williams Jackson, of Columbia University, 
Indo-Iranian Notes. 

Professor Christopher Johnston, of Johns Hopkins Univer- 
sity, Assyrian qan&nu ' to coil ' ; and xardpu ' to abound ' ; 
presented in abstract by Professor Haupt. 

Doctor Michelson, of Ridgefield, Conn., Some additions to 
the Vedic Concordance, and A Linguistic study of the Vayu 
Purana, with some notes on the Padma and Bhagavata Puranas. 
— Remarks bv Professor Hopkins. 

Mr. Montgomery Schuyl,er, Jr., St. Petersburg, Notes on the 
making of palm-leaf manuscripts in Siam; presented by the 
Secretary, by title. 

Rev. Mr. Watson, of West New York, The Date of the 
Nablus Abishua Pentateuch Roll; presented by the Secretary, 

by title. . 

Professor Boiling, of the Catholic University of America, 
The Parisistas of the Atharva Veda, edited with a critical com- 
mentary by G. M. Boiling and J. v. Negelein,— Remarks by 
Professor Bloomfield and Professor Boiling. 

Professor Paul Haupt, of Johns Hopkins University, The 
Biblical phrase "Upon whom my name was called." 



Vol. xxix.] Communications. 313 

Professor Lanman exhibited some of the publications of 
Nirnaya Sagara Press, which may be got from Harrassowitz- 
Leipzig. 

At five o'clock the Society adjourned till Friday morning at 
half-past nine. 

The Society met on Friday morning at a quarter of ten 
o'clock, in the Lecture Room of the Semitic Museum. The 
following communications were presented : 

Professor E. W. Hopkins, of Yale University, Yahva 
(Yahu) as Epithet of Fire; Fire as mediator and avenger. — 
Remarks by Professors Toy, Moore, Hopkins and Lanman. 

Doctor Koenig, of Columbia University, Life of the Holy 
Xenophon ; read by the Corresponding Secretary, by title. 

Professor C. R. Lanman, of Harvard University, The 
Division of Words in Sanskrit. — Remarks by Dr. Michelson, 
Professors Bloomfield and Hopkins. 

Professor G. A. Barton, of Bryn Mawr College, The Baby- 
lonian Ideogram GUG (Brtlnnow, No. 1369). — Remarks by 
Professor Haupt. 

Professor M. Bloomfield, of Johns Hopkins University, On 
certain work in continuance of the Vedic Concordance. — - 
Remarks by Professors Hopkins and Lanman. 

Dr. Blake, of Johns Hopkins University, The so-called 
half -opened syllable in Hebrew; read by the Corresponding 
Secretary, by title. 

Professor Paul Haupt, of Johns Hopkins University, Some 
Assyrian Etymologies. 

Professor A. V. W. Jackson, of Columbia University, 
Nishapur, the home of Omar Khayyam. 

At twelve the Society took recess till half -past two o'clock. 

The Society resumed its session at 3 o'clock. Professor Hop- 
kins reported for the Directors that the next annual meeting of 
the Society will be held in New York, N. Y., beginning on 
April 15, 1909. 

The Directors further reported that they had appointed Pro- 
fessor Hanns Oertel and Professor James R. Jewett editors of 
the Journal for the ensuing year. 

The following resolution was unanimously adopted: 

The American Oriental Society desires to express its thanks 
to the President and Fellows of Harvard University, to the 
Colonial Club, and to the Harvard Union, for the courtesies 
which they have extended to the Society during this meeting ; 
and to the Committee of Arrangements for the provisions they 
have made for its entertainment. 
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The President appointed Professors Richard Gottheil and A. 
V. "Williams Jackson a Committee on Arrangements for the 
next meeting; also Professors Torrey and Oertel to audit the 
accounts of the Treasurer. 

On motion of Professor Jackson the following resolution was 
unanimously adopted : 

The Society desires to express to Professor Hopkins and Pro- 
fessor Torrey its sincere thanks for their admirable services as 
Editors of the Journal for a number of years, and to record its 
thanks in a formal manner. 

On motion of Doctor William H. "Ward, the following reso- 
lution was unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, That we most gratefully recognize the faithful and 
assiduous labors of Professor E. "Washburn Hopkins as Corre- 
sponding Secretary of the American Oriental Society for the 
last twelve years. The thanks of the Society are hereby pre- 
sented to Professor Hopkins for his many acceptable services 
in our behalf. 

At ten minutes after three the reading of communications 
was resumed. The following papers were presented : 

Professor D. G-. Lyon, of Harvard University, The Harvard 
Expedition to Samaria. 

Professor "W. Max Mtlller, of Philadelphia, Some manners 
and costumes of Western Asia according to new Egyptian 
sources (illustrated). 

Mrs. S. B. Scott, of Philadelphia, The Harvest Festivals of 
the Land Dyaks. — Remarks by Professors Toy and Bloomfield. 

Dr. W. H. Ward, of New York, The Origin of the Yahweh 
Worship. 

Professor C. C. Torrey, of Yale University, Concerning 
" Huram-abi," the Phoenician craftsman. 

Professor G. A. Barton, of Bryn Mawr College, On the 
Babylonian Origin of Plato's Mystic Number. 

At half-past five the Society adjourned to meet in New York, 
April 15, 1909. 



